
* DRAFT MINUTES *  
2-10-2025 MEETING OF ALBURGH BOARD OF ABATEMENT  

1 NORTH MAIN ST ALBURGH, VT  
 

Members: Loretta Knight, Damien Henry, Connie Boutin, Jim Hokenberg, Danielle James Choiniere, Maggie Brescia, Chris 
Higgins, Elliot Knight, Alex McCracken  
 
Guests: Alex Goddard 
 
Elliot Knight called the meeting to order at 5:32pm. 
 
· ABATEMENTS  
The first abatement request was LS030 with the board reviewing the submitted documentation about hardships in 
paying their 2024-25 tax bill of $3,782.11 based on multiple unexpected tragedies in the household.  
 
State statute for this abatement board (cut for relevancy): 
 

  
 
Loretta Knight talked about the distribution of debt and how abatement doesn’t make it fair for others (taxpayers). Jim 
Hokenberg agreed. It sets a precedence. Damien Henry verified that the delinquent collector accepts payment plans and 
yes, that is still the case. Jim Hokenberg considered after taxes are due, the abatement board could potentially meet 
again and waive penalties and/or interest. Danielle James Choiniere mentioned town work that could possibly be done 
to offset any waivers but wasn’t sure on the property owner’s availability or ‘red tape’ behind such option.  
 
Loretta mentioned Veterans Affairs may have benefits with this sort of scenario, as well as a tax advocate. Alex Goddard 
mentioned reaching out to an advocate who, on by date of this meeting, had not responded. It was the board’s wish to 
table the request, pending other options or information.  
 
Four Goose Point campers with the following delinquent taxes, totaling $684.29, were motioned to be abated by Jim 
Hokenberg. Damien Henry seconded. All in favor, so moved. These campers left town without paying taxes first. 

 
· APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES   
-Alex McCracken motioned to approve minutes from 10-31-2024. Connie Boutin seconded. All in favor, so approved. 
-Margret Brescia motioned to approve minutes from 9-12-2024. Jim Hokenberg seconded. All in favor, so approved. 
-Elliot Knight motioned to approve minutes from 10-9-2024. Connie Boutin seconded. All in favor, so approved. 
  
· OTHER BUSINESS AS PRESENTED   
None. 
 
· ADJOURN MEETING  
Alex McCracken motioned to adjourn at 5:57pm. Loretta Knight seconded, all in favor. So adjourned! 
 

Respectfully submitted -- Danielle James Choiniere  


