ALBURGH TOWN BOARDS OF CIVIL AUTHORITY & ABATEMENT MINUTES
Thursday, September 12, 2024 at 7:00 PM
Alburgh Municipal Conference Room

Present: John Goodrich, Cheryl Dunn, Gina Lewis, Connie Boutin, Danielle James Choiniere, Elliot Knight, Margret
Brescia, Jim Hokenberg
Guests: William Letkowski

The Civil Board meeting opened at 7:05 PM by Chair Elliot Knight to hear the grievance of Mr. Letkowski.

~ 2024-25 taxes for 2497 US Route 2 South are $874.48. Assessed value $36,000 ~

William Letkowski purchased the lot of land June 6, 2022. He claimed the town records for the parcel are messed
up, when he purchased it was sold as a buildable lot with 1 acre of land. Since then, he learned it was really .5
acres and the wastewater and water systems needed either work, new permitting, or both. He asked for help
from town listers and got mailed a history of deeds and tax bills on the property. There were no surveys found.
He stated he cannot stay in his trailer per the Drinking Water and Groundwater Protection Division, and that the
land was considered agricultural.

In the 2020-2021 grand list, the lot was listed as 1 acre, assessed at $11,400 and annual tax amount was $232.21.
Mr. Letkowski wondered why it was now .5 acres, assessed at $36,000, with an annual tax of $874.48 for the
2024-25 fiscal year, and he cannot even live in the trailer per the state.

Jim Hokenberg asked if an attorney did the title search and Mr. Letkowski said yes, Scott Bortzfield had done one.
Elliot Knight asked how did he learn it was agricultural? Mr. Letkowski said from a state website and from his
engineer.

No handouts, papers, or visuals were presented.

Cheryl Dunn for the listers was next to speak. She said the property was sold at tax sale in 2017 and was sold as 1
acre in that sale. In 2017 it was assessed for $58,200 with an older trailer and in 2020 it was $11,400 with no
trailer. She confirmed she made and mailed copies of several deeds and tax bills to Mr. Letkowski. The $36,000
assessment is just land, no buildings or water/sewer evaluations.

Mr. Letkowski was asked what he felt it should be evaluated for and he said $3,900.
Elliot Knight asked Cheryl Dunn how $36,000 was computed and she replied the land formula programmed into
the assessing program. Jim Hokenberg said he has agricultural property and ag rates have nothing to do with 1

acre of land—Current Use generally requires a minimum of 25 acres.

John Goodrich asked Mr. Letkowski about his primary residency, to which was answered he lives with friends up
the road.

Mr. Letkowski said the State of Vermont said he didn’t have valid permitting and Cheryl Dunn said her
conversation to the State said he had a valid wastewater permit, Mr. Letkowski just needed to complete a

wetlands permit.

An inspection committee made up of Jim Hokenberg, Elliot Knight and John Goodrich will tour the property 9/16
at 5:00pm.

e Cheryl Dunn motioned to adjourn this part of the grievance hearing. Elliot Knight seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.

The Board of Abatement portion of the meeting then commenced at 7:43pm.



e (ina Lewis motioned to approve the minutes from 5/20/2024. Connie Boutin seconded, all in favor, so

approved.
The abatement list was read:

PARCEL
ID PROPERTY OWNER

MR140 Eric Chevalier
GP053 Jeff Francis
GP048-B  Travis Preston
CCo022 Michael Boisjoli
ATC24 Harold Greenia

LI027 State of VT Housing & Conser.

LaChappelle/McCormick
GR002 Estate

AMOUNT

$3,765.31
$1.51
$2.02
$0.91
$32.39

$17,813.08

$945.43

REASON SUMMARY
Taxes paid on time in full 4/210/2024 via credit card.
It was entered after the delinquent list was already
sentto Terry and should not be there
> $3.00 rule
> $3.00 rule
> $3.00 rule
Gone from park- owner deceased
State does not pay property taxes
Leo Henry, administrator of the McCormick Estate,
is in the process of getting 1/2 ownership of this
parcel. In clearing up the title, he paid cash the
back taxes: $945.43 in June 2024. In August he
changed his mind and did not want to pay it. He did
not necessarily want the money back, it could be
used toward current taxes

TAX
YEAR

2023-24
2023-24
2023-24
2023-24
2023-24
2023-24

2023-24

e Cheryl Dunn motioned to abate MR140, GP053, GP048-B, CC022, and ATC24. Margret Brescia seconded, all in

favor, so approved.

Cheryl Dunn said LI027 the Conservation Board pays taxes but that it went to an incorrect address.

e Cheryl Dunn motioned to abate penalty and interest and to bill them the base amount of $15,763.78. Connie
Boutin seconded, all in favor, so approved.

Danielle James Choiniere summarized how there are co-owners of GRO02 and Mr. Henry paid the full amount of

taxes.

e Cheryl Dunn motioned not to abate the taxes or reallocate them elsewhere. Margret Brescia seconded, all in

favor, so approved.

e Cheryl Dunn motioned to adjourn the abatement meeting at 8:00pm. Margret Brescia seconded, all in favor,

so approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Danielle James Choiniere, Town Clerk



