


AMENDED MINUTES FROM 05/26/2015
SELECTBOARD MEETING

PRESENT: Chairman Steve Aubin, Alton Bruso, Bernard Savage, Linda Gotshall, Robert Creller arrived at 6:05pm, Donna Bohannon, Attorney David Rugh

ADJOURN 05/19/2015 SPECIAL MEETING:
· At 6:00pm Bernard Savage motioned to adjourn the meeting from 05/19/2015 – seconded by Alton Bruso – all in favor motion carried

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:00PM BY CHAIRMAN STEVE AUBIN

6PM – EXECUTIVE SESSION - For the purpose of attorney client correspondence - 1 V.S.A. § 313(a) (1)
· At 6:01 Bernard Savage motioned to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing contracts – seconded by Alton Bruso – all in favor – motion carried – Board in executive session - 1 V.S.A. § 313(a).
· At 6:02pm Alton Bruso motioned that the Board was in executive session because  premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage – seconded by Bernard Savage – all in favor – So carried - 1 V.S.A. § 313(a)(1).
· At 6:15pm Bernard Savage motioned to leave executive session – seconded by Alton Bruso – all in favor – motion carried – Board out of executive session
· No action taken
· At 6:16pm Bernard Savage motioned to enter into executive session for the purpose of confidential attorney-client communications made for the purpose of providing professional legal services to the body. 1 V.S.A. § 313(a) – seconded by Linda Gotshall – all in favor – motion carried – Board in executive session
· At 6:17pm Alton Bruso motioned that the Board was in executive session because  premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage – seconded by Bobby Creller – all in favor – So carried - 1 V.S.A. § 313(a)(1).
· At 6:55pm Bobby Creller motioned to leave executive session – seconded by Steve Aubin – all in favor – motion carried – Board out of executive session
· No action taken
· At 6:56pm Bobby Creller motioned to enter into executive session confidential attorney-client communications made for the purpose of providing professional legal services to the body. 1 V.S.A. § 313(a) - seconded by Linda Gotshall – all in favor – motion carried -  
· At 6:56 Alton Bruso motioned that the Board was in executive session because  premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage –seconded by Bobby Creller – So carried - 1 V.S.A. § 313(a)(1).
· At 7:05pm Bobby Creller motioned to leave executive session – seconded by Alton Bruso – motion carried – Board out of executive session
· No action taken. 

GUESTS:  Bethany Remmers, Annie Bradley, Edward Bergeron, Terry Tatro, Bernard (Bing) Pero, Connie Boutin, Katie Creller, Bernadette Creller, Carissa Parah, Ed Murphy, Leeann Porto

7PM - OPEN MEETING:
· At 7:10pm Chairman Steve Aubin opened the meeting.

ADJUST THE AGENDA –

· This was missing from the agenda – added here
· Adjustment one is to add “adjust the agenda”
· Adjustment two is to move the New Business / Miscellaneous to the beginning of the agenda


1. NEW BUSINESS / MISCELLANEOUS: (Moved from the bottom of the agenda)
· Annie Bradley / Edward Bergeron – Ditches on West Shore Road – 
· 33 West Shore Road is the area that is in question. Mr. Bergeron and Mrs. Bradly are concerned that the ditches in front of 33 West Shore Road are not draining properly. 
· Mr. Bergeron stated that the ditches have not been draining properly since the work that was done for the new water line that was put in by Munson Earth Movers. He felt that the company should have left the area that same as it was before the work was done.
· Mrs. Bradley stated that she thought it was the responsibility of the Town to clean the ditches periodically.  
· Bing will revisit the area, take some grade shots and reassess the drainage issue.
· Bing informed the Board that there was access blacktop from the Border Road and Boutah Road and he suggested putting that extra on East Alburgh Road. He also stated that there would be enough extra to put blacktop on Pauline Drive. The Board agreed to use the access blacktop on those two roads as there would be no change in cost to the Town.
· Bing was asked about the two new road signs that are needed (Ethan Lane and Baker St. Ext.). Bing wanted to wait and order all the road signs that may be needed after the E-911 renumbering took place. He was informed that the signs have to go up as soon as a road is named or renamed. Bing will order the two signs that are needed.
· Tyler Gotshall (E-911 coordinator) will contact Bing directly as new signs are needed.  



2. APPROVE THE FOLLOWING MEETING MINUTES:
· 05/12//2015 SELECTBOARD MEETING – Bobby Creller motioned to approve the minutes from 05/12/2015 Selectboard meeting as written – seconded by Alton Bruso – all in favor – motion carried.
· 05/19/2015 SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING - Bobby Creller motioned to approve the minutes from 05/19/2015 special meeting as written – seconded by Alton Bruso – all in favor – motion carried.

3. TABLED TOPICS AND / OR WAITING RESULTS: 
· Bethany Remmers – Update on Streetscape project – 
· Before updating the Board on the Streetscape project, Bethany talked about the “2015 High Risk Rural Roads Program’. The information was presented to the Board in their individual Board folders, Bethany explained that a particular stretch of the Greenwoods Road was chosen as one of the roads that qualifies for this program and if Alburgh agrees to be a part of it. There is no Town match in funds unless the recommendation is guardrails. If that is one of the recommendations, the match for the Town is then ten percent. If the Board agrees to take part in this project, Chairman Aubin will have to sign the agreement.
· Bethany also presented the option of a culvert and ditch inventory that is of no cost to the Town. If the Board agrees to this, there will be a consultant hired to come in, take an inventory of the ditches and culverts in the Town, make recommendations. Again, this is of no cost to the Town. 
· To update the Streetscape project…this will not be completed this year.
· The project is still in the right –of-way stage. There are two properties that are holding up the progress. 
· The property at the corner of Peterson Place and Main Street is in the process of foreclosure – in a month or two the process should be finished and the bank will have ownership of the property. After that the bank will be able to sign off on that property.
· The property that is owned by the Ouimette Trust is the other property. The people that own this have not been reached. There have been phone calls made and emails sent but they have not responded.
· Alton Bruso stated that he knows the Ouimettes and he will try to get in touch with them in order to get some communication going. Bethany Remmers will email the information to the Clerk who will give them to Alton. 
· Bethany informed the Board that the Town will still need to match 20% of the expenses. Half of that 20% match can be in-kind, the other half cash. 
· It was also agreed at the 01/13/2015 meeting that a portion of the 20% Town “match” could be labor of the highwaymen. At that meeting, there was some discussion about Bernard (Bing) Pero acting as the “Clerk of the Works” and the value of that being used toward the in-kind match. It was also discussed that the Highway department would do some or all of the site prep work and removal of the fill to be used toward the in-kind match.  Bing stated that he has the qualifications and the ability to act as Clerk of the Works. 
· Bethany will attend the first June Selectboard meeting, currently scheduled for 06/09/2015 and will have an idea of what the labor in-kind will be valued at.
· The last thing that Bethany spoke about with the Board is a Bike and Pedestrian grant that will be available in July. She felt that the Town should apply for this when it becomes available as this grant can be put toward any overages that the Town will be facing in regards to the Streetscape project. She stated that Northwest Regional Planning can write the grant for the Town at no cost to the Town. 
· When Bethany returns in June she will have an estimate of the remaining cost to the Town for the project.
· The Board did not make a decision about the Culvert inventory or the High Risk Roads Program at this time but will discuss it at the end of the meeting. 
· Bids – Open lawn mowing bids – 
· Due to the length of the lawns in need of mowing, this was done prior to the meeting. The Board had been contacted individually on Friday 05/22/2015 to be sure that they were all in agreement with the decision to open the bids before the meeting. There were three bids submitted to the Town for the mowing season of 2015. The bid was awarded to Wrights Cut and Clean as they were the lowest bidder. All Selectboard members were in agreement with this decision. 

4. VISITOR INPUT:
· Bernadette Creller was present to defend their dog Copper. Bernard Savage had received a phone call from Randy Duhamel on 05/22/2015 to report that a neighbor’s dog (Copper who belongs to Bernadette and Katie Creller) had gotten into their yard, smashed into their rabbit cage and killed their rabbit. Bernard then went to the Duhamel’s to investigate. He was able to determine that something definitely had smashed the rabbit hutch and had killed the rabbit. He was unable to determine if it was the Creller’s dog Copper or another animal.  
· There was some discussion about the incident and about the agreement that the Town had with the Tony Towsley (previous person to take responsibility for Copper). 
· Bernadette maintains that Copper did not get out of his pen or off their property. As there was not a person present from the other party, it was agreed that the contractual agreement that the Town had with Tony would be revised to read Bernadette and Katie Creller. If the contract is broken in any way, the dog will be euthanized. 
· Clerk to revise contract.   

5. OLD BUSINESS:

· Update from Board on –
·  Center line on Greenwoods Road – 
· Bing will be laying a yellow line of road tape down the center of Greenwoods, road, both sides of the intersection at Martell Rd. and Greenwoods Rd.
·  Children at Play signs on Greenwoods Road
· Per the advice of Bethany Remmers, VTRANS will be assessing the particular stretch of road in question and the Board will take their recommendations into account before they make a decision. Tabled until after VTRANS assessment.
·  Situation at Center Bay Beach
· Discussion took place pertaining to parking at Center Bay Beach – more research to be done.
· Clerk to do more research on the deeds.

· Update from Health Officer on – 
·  Alburgh Springs Road complaint –
· Bernard Savage investigated this complaint and found that there is a pile of brush and a pile of tires. Roger Lanoue is the owner of the property and he assured Bernard that the tires would be transported to the Transfer Station, not burned. Bernard will continue to monitor this area. 
·  Carle Street complaint –
· Bernard also visited this site and spoke with the land owner as well as the tenants that live there. There has already been some cleanup done and the tenants will continue the process until it is all cleaned up. Bernard will continue to monitor this area. 
·  Lake Street complaint –
· Bernard has made several attempts to contact the owner of the property but has been unsuccessful. 
· Clerk to send a letter via registered mail to the address.   
·  East Alburgh Road complaint – 
· Bernard has removed all but one of the vehicles and the property has been sold.

6. APPROVE INVOICES AND / OR OVERWEIGHT PERMITS:  
· No Overweight permits – all invoices approved and signed. 

7. UNSCHEDULED EXECUTIVE SESSION
· At 9:15pm Bobby Creller motioned to enter into executive session for the purpose of contract negotiations – 1 V.S.A. § 313(a) - seconded by Bernard Savage – all in favor – motion carried – Board in executive session.
· At 9:51pm Bernard Savage motioned to leave executive session – seconded by Bobby Creller – all in favor – motion carried – Board out of executive session.
· At 9:53pm Linda Gotshall motioned to pay the highway department ten hours holiday pay – seconded by Bobby Creller – all in favor – motion carried.

8. ADJOURN:
· At 10:55pm Bernard Savage motioned to adjourn – seconded by Bobby Creller – all in favor – motion carried – meeting adjourned. 




Respectfully submitted,
Donna L. Bohannon
Alburgh Town Clerk







Please note the above minutes HAVE NOT been approved. Approval or changes to the minutes will be addressed at the next meeting, currently scheduled for June 9th, 2015.
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